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TAB B 

SUHfEY OF PUBLICATIONS AVAILABILITIES IK B0KTHER8 ITALY 
20 MAY TO XO JUKE 1959 


Purpose of the Survey ? 

The volume of published material* Issuing from lorthern Italy bad 
attracted tbs attention of several professional library organisations in 
tbe United States. A statistics! review of known publications produced in 
northern Italy revealed that over 26£ of all publishing in Europe appeared 
to be done in this region, lever before had so high a percentage of the total 
issuances of Europe been attributed to a single region. We were interested in 
knowing why this situation obtained. A further purpose was to determine whether 
any one book dealer could, accept responsibility for selection of new neterlals 
being published in Italy. This latter purpose included also antiquarian naterials. 


Conclusion* l 


1. The intensified publishing activity in northern Italy was attributable 
to two major factors in addition to tbe straight economics of the publishing 
industry. The first of these factors was the excellent linguistic talent present 
in the region. One informant explained that he had listings of persons capable 
of translating between any two major la n gu ag e s at the world, and that all of 
these people lived within a few hours train ride from Florence. Another informant 
commoting entha quality at translation produced by his linguistic staff said that 
virtually no editing before publication was required. The plan for tbs publication 
of a polylingual encyclopedia of science was generating a search for linguists with 
scientific backgrounds at the time I was visiting Florence. This encyclopedia was 
to be published for a American publishing bouse of the first rank. 

2. The second major factor Which contributed to the intensification of 
publishing activity in Borthern Italy was the development of superior methods of 
paper production and a technique for reproduction by printing methods of art works 
that la clearly batter than anything before used. A bilingual (English and Italian) 
encyclopedia of art in production had superb reproductions at paintings, etchings 
and sculpture. This 18 volume publication will sell for 340,000 lira or $500. 


3* The whole of the Italian book publishing industry can be covered by orders 
through one group «f book dealers called "Ubrsrie Italians Biunite" (UR). This 
group has representation in Bologna, Florence, Milan, Palermo, Rimini, Rome, Turin, 
Trieste, and Verona* Its "Bollettino Bibliagraflco” (for current materials) *xt& 
its "Kotlslario Occasion! UR" (for older and used books) are available from - 
Ufficlo Infarmaaioni Ubrerie, Via Tcmabuoni 7Qr, Firenze (Florence), Italy. 
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is-. For antiquarian raterials, I m able to identify a single dealer is 
each of the cities visited. In the discussion below Use mm% and addresses 
of these -&mdmr& «r* given. However f all the dealer® visited agreed m 4.14 the 
US IS librarian* that Llbrerla totiquar.ta Olsehki, ¥i& XX Settentbre % t Florence 
was the wmt reliable antlquariat and bad best access to toovledg# on particular 
types of aafceriaX® of any in Italy {*»* even consiiierM Olsehki as the best in 
Europe). 

5„ % attention w celled -repeatedly to the fact that the library which 

wish** to be au c«mat mx Use Italian book publishing industry should not rely 
on the "BibHografla'lasionele Italians"' , The September 1958 issue bed Just tom 
mat in Msg 1959 and the inOax to tbs 1957 issues was not yet available. **61 carnal* 
della Libreria" published by the So© let* An«3da» per Bubfelieasicau-l 8ibl.tografi.m~- 
Editorial l fiLA.B.B. ), For* Bonaparte 2k, Milano, appears in 2d regular and % 
special, issues per year for 3500 11m subscription rata. This publication is aright 
up to date and permit® current selection The special Issues deal, with, a single 
type of publication scab m encyclopedias or dictioneriee. In Florence the Centro 
Internationale Blbliografico publish** lists of publications classified according 
to the following subjects* agriculture, publicity, ©heesd story, law, eeaaraics and 
statistics, Medicine, engtneoring, architecture, technology, hm-lmm adKinistratlc® 
and natural sciences. 

Cities Flsitod; 


1- .’feldsM s Because w® could find no record of & previous survey of tbs 
book tradein Trieste , every dealer of significance .in that city m& cmtacted. 

I m indebted to Hr. Story ds Gratis, the USIS Librarian, and Dr. Kauro ffeaante, 
Vicc-Blvoctar of the BlhUoteco Clwiea, H mm tost is k, for reviewing «§r finding© 
and verifying ay observation,. Fcxr historical materials of the friest# area, two 
book shops were outstandtags 

llbrerla Aatiquaria Unfesrto Safes, ¥ta San Hlcolo 30 , Trieste 
(for eoUeetosr'* lies© and vanuscript Materials) 

Librerls Misan, Fiasco Vecehia k 3 Yr lasts 

{for history of Jatria and Balnstis; history of imsltm architecture) 

The LIE representative 1st Trieste is* 

Llbreria Xntemaslctials Mlasrva, Fla Sen lioolo lb, Trieste 

C cover* asdic i no, electronics, law, chsalstry, physics, architecture s 
dicfcioosries, acmoal.es, sociology, art, phH.oeopfey, education, 
psychology, political ac lance, history, ogrleultura, geography.) 

and is probably the best and aoat reliable cutlet in Trieste. Other 'book store* 
visited include; 


for cmtmuL ms okl 1 
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Librari* L. Cappelli, Corse Italia .12 

(seiene*. social teim, technology, technical dictionaries , 
University of Trieste publications, publishes "Mstroecoaiw&cs") 

Librsri* d« Stark Hossoni, Via M***iai 40, Trieste 

(translations of nea~Xtalisn publications in paper-back editions, 
school books } 

Pia Sec let* Figlie di S. Paolo, Corao Italia 37, Trieste 
(religious books only) 


Libxarl* E. ftwcwel, Fiasaa della Berea 15, Trieste 

(popular mgasims fros other European countries and the US, 
poekafc books) 





libieris Modems Zigictti, Corao Italia. 3, Trieste 

(scientific-technical, fine art®, school books, naps, dictionaries, 
Isar, medicine, has own publishing house for historical seteri&ls 
on the Triestlao region) 

Libreria Universitas, 7 isle XX Setlacsfcra 16, Trieste 

(small shop dealing in reference books for school use) 


Libreria Interaarionsle Treevee, Via. Sente Ik, Trieste 

(general stock of non- Italian books «M translation® of sera, 
populer paper-beck newels, sons science) 


A publication of the Biblioteca Civics worth nentioaing ie ’’Archeografo Triestino’ 
This Journal has been published annually since 1929 asd covers the local his to ry 
of tJte rtgiesa* * 


f}~£* f ? r ® urv# 3 r * s«R»®d that there aaiat be sue® 

error in the small mnfesr of book shops listed la Venice. Actual survey shoved 

tkU C0O4UI® to. iM«4 «1«. A. «. M,> V*. it, 

J lr J ff* **» to >ujr Md Ml kooks.'' It w alio rolsMd 

that there is a tradition among the book dealers in Venice to the effect that they 

SS SS*is2lfe , r 1V w 1 *f* °J ®? UAa ® ***• **°* book S® r ***** w » Venetian. The 
Sm If 111 ** ia Italian classic® and publishes no catalog, &* 

tCwist * f0r «®»t of his business , 

Libreria Antiquaria 0. Cassini, Call* Large XXII Mars® 242k, Venice 

S**5SS r mp# ^° ok ** 1 ®» *» Venice, Ubracria Amedeo <W is 

tell *L/thsi^°f *?♦ *tl* SaW * <3 ^® r t0 da * aas 111 Fating*. Sig. OaganlaS # 
tell- as that he Initiated searches for customer® of his father who bad run t3» 

Uosk! fl n!! t sdSol S baok S?* ?* tot * Utar of 150015 fealsrs in Venice other than 
kiosk® sum school book sales is represented by the following listing; 

Libreria. Sansovino, Pinas* Saa Jferc® 9k, Veaica 

(art., science, economics, popular «diti©as of tesimical 
books , English and german paper.: 
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Librerla San Giorgio, Cali* deli-® Ostmghe, Venice 
( popular and dhiidres's books) 

Llbreria. all* Toletta, Baca 4* la To,i*V&a ; Venice 

(university hooks, menud-hand books taken on comlgnsseiti ) 

Librerla Tipografis Esiiliana, Call* Qoldoas Wt8T, Venice 

(popular books, history of Italy and the Catholic church) 

3* Florences Florence has losag been the center of tlie Italian publishing 
industry aSO**'' now Ust© the position of premier publishing center in. 

Bwrope for high quality printing and reproduction in the fins arts. Of %m two 
landing aatlquarlata in Floreac* , Qlachki is much the bettor ttvm Urn point of 
view of coverage and reliability. The eddreaae® of the wstiquariats ares . 

Librerla AntiquariA Olsehki, Fla M Setteobre $6, Florence 

{ cover* all of Europe with agents to handle searching for special 
aaterlals, ) 

San so n i Aatiquartato, Vis Rieascll M*, Florence 

(old and rare scientific m& literary books in all languages 
and out-of-print editions; is breads of Sactsooi publishing b»?ae) 

The- LBS representative in Florence hand, la* aost of -the publication business out- 
side of Italy for the organisation. Vise store is alnoel a full- el ty block long 
with a very substantial stock: on hand and. quick ««»*sRinicati.cn facility throughout 
Italy for special prdilasa*. The fire will accept desiderata lists for searching 
my piece in Europe. Tbs address is; 


Librerla Interms locale Seeber, Via Taraabuoai 7Qr, Florence 

An Amrlcan library desiring Italian cceerage could, depend on Sm\mr to handle 
any aspect of it* requireasnt*. Other beak declare in Florence end their interest* 
ares 


Librerla Intermsionale C. Caldini, Via Tormbuaai 69-93 r, Florence 
C reporter of Awsricaa and European books, Italian coverage asset v 
in the arte *3. though does have cartographic coogdl&tions aad m$m) 

Librerla dell Ualvereita di Firease, Via dagli Alftai 39, Florence 
(heavy Medical concentration since is located .in heart of the 
Medical, center; such reduced in else and scope frees former 
description#) 

Csa* Editrice LE MQSSZSi, Via Sen Oallo kit, Florence 

(publisher , wholesaler and reporter; handles subscriptions ) 

Librerla Msrsocco, Via itertalli 6, Florence 

(very large shop represent!^ Most of the publishing bouses n> 
Florence; does not have good foreign connections but is trying 
t© Uqpstms, Principal coverage la cheap editions of current 
publications.) 

for wwmm. \m chlv 
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Libreria Gicnrui , Via Mart* 111 ,j5r, Florence 

C«rt and science , second-hand and out-of -print new books) 

Libreria L. Cloninlj Via da Cerretaai 66, Florence 

(books on art for serious students; very specialised) 

Kil * n ^ A long end very staisfactory discussion with Sig. Luigi Iteurer 
of Itessagerie I t a lians brought out the following interesting points in addition 
to som already recited in Conclusions above; there are shout 2000 publishing 
houses Vhy Italian definition of a publishing house) in Italy at present, of which 
about 150 are really significant; the only publication keeping up with this flow 
of paper is the "Oioraale della Libreria" rationed above ;aechanisat ion of 
bibliographic techniques la beginning to interest the Larger Italian book dealers; 
and the book industry of Italy is tending toward consolidation, ft* only significant 
antiquariat in Milan ias 


11 Fbllfilo, Via Borgonuovo 3, Milan 

(8ig« Enrico Vigevmai is a true collector in addition to being a 
dealer in that he alaoet regrets having to sell bis books. The 
coverage is art, science end history of the Milan area. ) 

Other book dealers in Milan are; 




Libreria Internasionale Hoepli, Via Hbepii 5, Milan 

i&M of the largest book dealers and publishing houses la Lump*, 
but has not yet recovered from war damage to its records and 
activity. The foreign depertrat under Mr. M. Krautaww ma 
just in process of Moving into new quarters and reconstituting 
the prm-vmr files. Kreutsoan told as that a direct hit wiped out 
aaay years of know-how for special acquisitions. The firs’g 
coverage is across the board in arte and aciances.) 


Libraria Antonio Vallardi, Via Stalvlo 22, Milan 

f school wad technical books, nape, dictionaries) 


Msssagsrie Italian* di Oiornale, Revisti e Ubri, S.p.A., vt* Union* i m+aa 
iMilan representative of LIE, handles tbs subscription business *' 
for the parent organisation, children’s books published) 


Libreria dello Steto, Galleria Vittorio Ikasusuele s, Milan 

(goverpaent publications of Institute Puligraflco dello state) 

Libreria Oartanti, (Sailer ia Vittorio Euoanuele, Milan 
(publisher of books and nagasinas of popular vain) 


Libreria Rissoll, Galleria Vittorio anaaauele ($, Milan 
(travel and popular books) 


Bcmpiani Valentino & Co., S.A., Via Saaato 16 , Milan 
1 publisher with nuaerous outlets, no specialty) 
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Llbreria FeXtrirselli , Via tazocl, Milan 

(geaeral book star*, outlet far publishing house of Feltrineili 
((Dr. Zhivago was «ost important recent effort)) ) 

Llbreria Bocea, (Sailer la Vittorio Bsnanuele, Milan 
i technical , law, scientific, secondGhaad books) 

Llbreria Baldini e Castoldo, Galleria Vittorio Emanuels, Milan 
| popular editions on technical subjects, travel) 

5* Turin? From inf Croatian available to ae before leaving the U8, l had 
conel udri "iEat Turin would not be too rich a city for acquisitions. I found that 
our information was very much out of date. There were severe! aotiquariabs of 
which Llbreria B. Bourlot appeared to be superior „ The addresses follows 

Llbreria B. Bourlot, Via S. Teresa 10, Turin 

(proprietor appeared very energetic, stock snail but good contacts 
nade autoaatic extension of capabilities . Concentrates on the 
Turin area) 

Llbreria Pregllasco, Via Principe Amedeo 55, Turin 

(called antiquariat but really second-hand book dealer, catalog is 
sent to Library of Congress according to Director) 

Antiquarla Giovanni Berruto, Via 8aa Francesco de Facia lObis, Turin 
(very United stock, deals mostly in second-hand books) 

Llbreria F.4C. Casanova, Via C. Battlsti 7, Turin 

(at the Acadeay of Arts and Sciences: heavy concentration on 
art in both books and reproductions) 

Llbreria S.9C. Lattes, S.p.A., Via Garibaldi 3, Turin 

(best outlet la Turin for foreign books of all types) 

Societa Edltrlca Internationale, Via Garibaldi 20, Turin 

(publisher of religious books and social studies particularly on 
delinquency of children. This concentration fairly a*-# and nay 
not continue if not profitable.) 

Llbreria Cattolica Arclvescovlle, Corso G. Mstteotti 11, Turin 
(school, religious and fiction both domestic and foreign) 

Llbreria Pfcravia, Via Garibaldi, Turin 

(school, science, art, uageslnes for sale and subscription) 

Llbreria "Dante Aligheri", Please Carla Felice 15, Turin 
(geography, art, medicine, foreign books; large stock) 

Llbreria Luigi Drue t to, Portlgi Via Roma 223 , Turin 

(largest shop in Turin, handles output of all saajor Italian 
publishers) 
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Approved For Release 2000/08/24 : CIA-RDP68-00069A0001 001 90049-5 



4WM 

Approved For Release 2000/08/24 : CIA-RDP68-000^V0001 001 90049-5 

** 

m 6 ' 


6. (totem Genoa, as Venice ; apparently does not have a large book trad*. 

I could fM'Io real antlquariat nor was the Consulate -general able to suggest 
om, The holdings of the hook stores sere pretty much the same as those found 
In the other cities of northern Italy and not worthy of special not*. The shops 
visited with their eddresses are: 

Lihreria Internationale dl Stafaao, Fiazsa Dante, Genoa 

(the largest dealer in Genoa with branches all over i own; 
exports old editions of classical works hut could not really 
he called an antiquariat) 

Lihreria de Boss!, Via Cairoli 2/a r, Genoa 

(located in heart of financial section; heavy on economics and 
statistics plus «sual art and paper hacks; large stock and well 
organised) 

Lihreria Athena, Via P.K. Beasa, Genoa 

(university book store, excellent art) 

Lihreria degli Studi , Via Balhi 40, Genoa 

(university textbooks, reference books, art, amdielne, science, 
little social science) 


Re eomnsadat ions * 


Based on the present survey I recommends 

1. That far antiquarian materials on Italy, the best dealer is Leo OJLschki 
in Florence; and 


t. That for current hook production in Italy, a federation of Italic 
hook dealers known as "Libreri# Italian* Ri unite 1 ' be used through its Florence 
member ~ Lihreria Intemaxicoale Seeher. 
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